Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter
e 216 N. Main Street e Belmont, NC 28012 e June 9, 2024 e

WELCOME/GATHERING: VBS Kids
PRELUDE: Trumpet Tune in F Major Helman
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

L Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the
God of mercy.

C Amen.
L Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
L God, our provider,
C help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways

when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own
understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your
ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of
eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.

L Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished.
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, + the
bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.

C Amen.



GATHERING SONG: God Of Grace and God Of Glory
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1 God of grace and God of glo - ry, on your peo - ple
2 Lo! The hosts of e - vil round us scorn the Christ, as -
3 Cure your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; bend our pride to
4 Save us from weak res - ig - na - tion to  the e - vils
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pour your pow’r; crown your an - cient chur - ch’s sto - ry;
sail his ways! From the fears that  long have bound us
your con - trol; shame our wan - ton, self - ish glad - ness,
we  de - plore; let the gift of your sal - va - tion
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bring its bud to glo -rious flow’r. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
free our hearts to faith and praise. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
be our glo -ry ev - er - more. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
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for the fac - ing of this hour, for the fac - ing of this hour.
for the liv - ing of these days, for the liv - ing of these days.
lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your king-dom’s goal.
serv-ing you whom we a - dore, serv - ing you wﬁ)\m we a - dore.
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Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878—-1969
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932



GREETING

L  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
N
)’ A

o
e (/]

|

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
“THIS IS THE FEAST” All Stand and Sing
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al-le -lu-ia, al-1le - lu - ia. 1 Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb
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who was slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.

Refrain
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strength, and hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.



al-le -lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia. 3Sing with all the peo - ple of
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God, and join in the hymnof all cre - a - tion: Bless - ing, hon-or,
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glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lamb for-ev-er. A -  men.
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slain has be - gun  his reign. Al-le - lu - ia
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le -lu - 1a, al-le-lu-1a, al -le - lu - ia.



SALUTATION
L The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

L All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and defeat into victory.
Increase our faith and trust in him, that we may triumph over all evil in the strength of the
same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
We invite children to come forward for a children’s message before moving to children’s
church.

FIRST READING Genesis 3:8-15
A reading from the third chapter of Genesis.

8[Adam and Eve] heard the sound of the LorD God walking in the garden at the time of the
evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of
the LorRD God among the trees of the garden.’But the LorRD God called to the man, and said
to him, “Where are you?” °He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was
afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” *He said, “Who told you that you were
naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” **The man
said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and |
ate.” 1¥Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The
woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The LoRD God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this,
cursed are you among all animals
and among all wild creatures;
upon your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
151 will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers;
he will strike your head,
and you will strike his heel.”
A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING 2"d Corinthians 4:13-5:1
A reading from 2" Corinthians, the fourth & fifth chapter.

13Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—-I believed,
and so I spoke”—we also believe, and so we speak, **because we know that the one who
raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and will bring us with you into his
presence. °Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more
people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.

1650 we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature
is being renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an
eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, ‘because we look not at what can be seen but at
what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.

I1For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from
God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL VERSE All Stand & Sing
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words of e -ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le-lu - ia.
GOSPEL Mark 3: 20-35

L  The holy gospel according to Mark, the third chapter.
C Glorytoyou, O Lord.

[Jesus went home;] 2°and the crowd came together again, so that [Jesus and the
disciples] could not even eat. 2*When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for
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people were saying, “He has gone out of his mind.” ?2And the scribes who came down from
Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out
demons.” 22And he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan cast
out Satan? 2*If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 2And if a
house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 2And if Satan has risen
up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come. 2’But no one can
enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property without first tying up the strong man;
then indeed the house can be plundered.

2<Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they
utter; 2°but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is
guilty of an eternal sin”—>for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.”

31Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and
called him. %A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and your
brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.” **And he replied, “Who are my mother and
my brothers?” *And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and
my brothers! *Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.”
L  The gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

Congregation is seated.
SERMON Pastor Micah

Silence is kept for reflection

HYMN OF THE DAY: Now We Join In Celebration All Stand and Sing
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1 Now we join in cel - e - bra-tion at our Sav-ior’s in-vi - ta - tion,
2 Lord, as round this feast we gath - er, fill our hearts with ho-1ly rap - ture!
3 Lord,we share in this com-mu - nion as one fam-’ly of God’s chil - dren,
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dressed no more in  spir-it som-ber, clothed in-stead in  joy and won - der;
For this bread and cup of bless-ing are for us the sure pos-sess - ing
rec - on-ciled through you,our broth-er, one in you with God our Fa - ther.
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for the Lord of all ex-is - tence, put-ting off di - vine tran-scen-dence,
of your lov-ing deed on Cal - vry, of yourliv - ing self, our vic - try,
Give us grace to live for oth - ers, serv-ing all, both friends and strang-ers,
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stoops a - gain in love to meet us, with his ver-y life tofeed wus.
pledge of your un - fail-ing pres-ence, fore-taste here of heav’'n-ly glad - ness.
seek - ing jus-tice, love,and mer - cy till you comein fi - nal glo - ry.

Text: Joel W. Lundeen, 1918-1990
Music: SCHMUCKE DICH, Johann Criiger, 1598-1662
Text © Joel W. Lundeen, admin. Augsburg Fortress

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, ourselves, and our world.

A brief silence.

You reawaken our hearts to your mercy. We give you thanks for renewers of the church in
every age. Enliven the creativity and persistence of all seeking to transform the church into a
closer vision of your beloved community. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your presence is revealed in the shade of trees, the growth of seeds into flowers, and in the
blessing of plants granting food in their right season. Heal lands scarred by deforestation,
pollution, or infestation. Teach us to cultivate the earth with respect and reverence. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

Our nations and communities are divided, O God. Teach us again to listen with curiosity and
mercy, even in disagreement. Grant us the humility to acknowledge our hardness of heart
and make us bold in modeling cooperation for the sake of the common good. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Hear the prayers of all who cry out to you from the depths of fear, despair, or hopelessness.
With haste, rescue victims of trafficking, exploitation, and abuse, and bless organizations
and individuals who work on their behalf. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Grant wisdom and clarity to all who are in seasons of discernment and transition: high
school graduates preparing for first jobs or new educational journeys, those who are shifting
careers, and those who are navigating changes in their relationships. Accompany them with
your peace. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Praise to you for our ancestors in faith who believed, spoke, and lived in you. Give us
confidence that as Jesus was raised, so we too will be raised, with all the saints, into your
everlasting presence. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the power of the Spirit
and the love of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

PEACE
L  The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM: O God, Whose Word Well Planted
A QR Code is available on page 17 to give your offering online

OFFERTORY RESPONSE: Take My Life, That | May Be

Church Choir

All Stand and Sing
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1 Take my life, that I may be con-se-crat-ed, Lord, to thee;

2 Take my hands and let them move at the im-pulse of thy Ilove;

3 Take my voice and let me sing al-ways,on - ly, for my King;

4 Take my sil - ver and my gold, not a mite would I  with - hold;
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take my mo-ments and my days; let them flow in cease-less praise.
take my feet and let them be swift and beau - ti - ful for thee.
take my lips and let them be filled with mes - sag - es from thee.
take my in - tel - lect, and use ev - ry pow’r as thou shalt choose.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.

Music: Parmos, William H. Havergal, 1793-1870

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER

L Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to
the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal.
Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.

C

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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DIALOGUE
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
P ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!
C Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION

All people are welcome at the Lord’s Table to receive Christ’s real presence and grace.
You are invited forward to take a cup and then kneel around the altar as you 're able.
You’ll receive the bread and eat, then hold your cup to be filled with wine and drink.
You’ll then return to your seat the way you came forward.
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LAMB OF GOD
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION: | Come with Joy All Sing
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11 come with joy, a child of God, for-giv - en, loved, and
2 1 come with Chris - tians far and near to find, as all are
3 As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, each proud di - vi - sion
4 The Spir - it of the r1is - en Christ, un-seen, but ev - er
5 To - geth - er met, to - geth - er bound by all that God has
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free, the life of Je - sus to re - call in
fed, the new com - mu - n - ty of love in
ends. The love that made us, makes us one, and
near, 1s in such friend - ship bet - ter known, a -
done, we’ll  go with  joy, to give  the world the
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love laid down for me, in love laid down for me.
Christ’s com-mu - nion bread, in Christ’s com-mu - nion bread.
strang - ers now are friends, and strang - ers now are friends.
live a - mong us here, a - live a - mong us here.
love that makes us one, the love that makes us one.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: DOVE OF PEACE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

P The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C Amen .

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Let us pray.

C Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could
ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world
with your own life. In your name we pray. Amen.

BLESSING

L The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
+ be upon you now and forever.

C Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN: Built On A Rock All Stand & Sing
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1 Built on a rock the church shall stand, e - ven when stee - ples are
2 Sure - ly, in tem - ples made with hands God the Most High is not
3 Christ builds a house of liv - ing stones: we are his own hab - i-
4 Yet in thishouse, an earth - ly frame, Je - sus the chil - dren is

5 Through all the pass - ing years, O Lord, grant that, when church bells are
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fall - ing; crum-bled have spires in ev - ry land, bells still are
dwell - ing— high in the heav'ns his tem - ple stands, all earth-ly
ta -  tion; he fills our hearts, his hum - ble thrones, grant-ing us
bless - ing; hith - er we come to praise his name, faith in our
ring - ing, man - y may come to hear your Word, who here this
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chim-ing and call - ing— call - ing the young and old to rest, call-ing the
tem - ples ex - cel - ling. Yet God who dwellsin heav’'n a - bove deigns to a -
life and sal-va - tion.Where two or three will seek his face, he in their
Sav - ior con-fess - ing. Je-sus to us his Spir - it sent, mak-ing with
prom-ise is bring - ing: “l know my own, my own know me; you, not the
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souls of those dis-tressed, long-ing for life ev -er - last - ing.

bide with us in love, mak -ing our bod-ies his tem - ple.

midst will show his grace, bless-ings up - on them be - stow - ing.
us his cov - e - nant, grant-ing his chil-dren the king - dom.
world, my face shall see; my peace | leave with you. A - men”

Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Carl Doving, 1867-1937, adapt.
Music: KIRKEN DEN ER ET GAMMEL HUS, Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812-1887
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator
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SENDING
L Goin peace. You are the body of Christ.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Now Thank We All Our God R. Hobby

*Special thanks to our Lector, William Charnock.
*Altar Flowers are given by Sarah Jo Plemmons.

Sunday, June 9th GIVE YOUR OFFERING ONLINE!
10:10 am — Church Choir

10:30 am — Worship Service
12:00 pm — Church Council Meet

Monday, June 10th
7:00 pm — Book Club Gathering

Tuesday, June 11t
7:00 pm — Small Group 2

Wednesday, June 12-16 3 /
The Dwelling Mission Trip ""TNW& 7
W(_@rowg
Loving God,

We pray that during
this experience you
would fill our youth
with compassion,
generosity, kindness
and respect as they
love, learn, and meet &
with your beloved. Keep
us safe on the journey.

Amen.

\\\\ @um/&? mbs,xa}ow Tr«r 2024 W
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Meet the Summer Mission Trip Travelers!
Holy Comforter is excited to send all our active youth group members and adults to the
Dwelling and the Youth Gathering this summer! June 12"-16th, our group will spend
time learning about homelessness while serving the community of Winston-Salem and
The Dwelling. July 16™-20" is our second trip to New Orleans where we are excited to
experience the Youth Gathering. We are spotlighting each traveler over the upcoming
months.

Hi, I am Mason! I’'m 13 and a 7th Grade Student at Gaston Christian School.
In my free time | love to song-write, dance, and be the party! I love coming
to youth. I am active in HCY, confirmation, and help with children church. I

went to the Dwelling last summer for the first time and had a blast. Last

summer, | learned that shelters are mostly just for men, and that women with

children can never find a shelter that easily, and if they do they have to get
on a waitlist. I learned so much and | am so ready to learn more this
summer! I can’t wait to meet new people, try new things, and for people to
listen to my music!

Holy Comforter Lutheran Church
216 N. Main Street  Belmont, NC 28012 704-825-2483
holycomforter@gmail.com

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 1:30 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor - email: mkearney@holyc.org
Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship - email: rforst@holyc.org
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
Courtney Strickland, Office Manager

i\‘
Lutheran Church of the

@%@ Holy Comforter

""Journeying through faith in a joyful, safe community, welcoming and serving
Belmont and beyond.™

Our core values are: Embrace, Grow, Connect, and Give
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