Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter
e 216 N. Main Street e Belmont, NC 28012 e May 12,2024 e
7th Sunday of Easter
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WELCOME/GATHERING

PRELUDE: Canon in D Major 2 9 Pachelbel

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy.
C Amen.

P We give thanks for this water which makes us new!

C Hereis our water of life! Alleluia!

P Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for us.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep

and water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The ark
carried your creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing as your
people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert pool the Ethiopian official
entered your boundless baptismal life.

P We give thanks for this water which makes us new!

C Hereis our water of life! Alleluia!

P At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your
reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad hearts, giving all
honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of living water, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

C Amen.

L We give thanks for this water which makes us new!

C Here is our water of life! Alleluia!



GATHERING SONG: Alleluia! Sing to Jesus

All Stand and Sing
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.
Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

KYRIE: All Stand and Sing
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
“THIS IS THE FEAST” All Stand and Sing
Women sing odd verse/Men sing even
Refrain
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SALUTATION

L The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful name
of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit transform us and your beloved world, that
we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
We invite children to come forward for a children’s message before moving to children’s
church.

FIRST READING Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
A reading from the first chapter of Acts.

In the days between Jesus’ ascension and Pentecost, Peter oversees the process whereby

one of the members of the community of believers is chosen to be the twelfth apostle, in
order to fill the vacancy created by Judas’s treachery and death.

%In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one
hundred twenty persons) and said, ‘®“Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the
Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who
arrested Jesus—for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this
ministry.” 2So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord
Jesus went in and out among us, 2?beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he
was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 2So
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they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and

Matthias. 2*Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which
one of these two you have chosen %to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from
which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 2And they cast lots for them, and the lot
fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles.

A  The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 1 John 5:9-13
A reading from First John, the fifth chapter.

God has borne witness to the gift of eternal life in Jesus Christ. Whoever believes in the Son
of God believes in the witness of God and has the promise of eternal life.

°If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony of
God that he has testified to his Son. °Those who believe in the Son of God have the
testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not
believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son. *!And this is the
testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. **Whoever has the Son has
life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.

131 write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may
know that you have eternal life.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL VERSE All Stand & Sing
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GOSPEL John 17: 6-19
P The holy gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth chapter.
C Glorytoyou, O Lord.

[Jesus prayed:] 8T have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the
world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. ‘Now
they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to
me | have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from
you; and they have believed that you sent me. °I am asking on their behalf; | am not asking
on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are

yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and | have been glorified in them. *!And
now | am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy
Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we
are one. 1?While I was with them, | protected them in your name that you have given me. |
guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the
scripture might be fulfilled. **But now I am coming to you, and | speak these things in the
world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. 14l have given them your
word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as | do not
belong to the world. °I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but | ask you to
protect them from the evil one. *They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to
the world. Y’Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. ¥As you have sent me into the
world, so I have sent them into the world. °And for their sakes | sanctify myself, so that
they also may be sanctified in truth.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

Congregation is seated.
SERMON Pastor Micah
Silence is kept for reflection.



HYMN OF THE DAY

. Rise, O Sun of Righteousness

All Stand & Sing
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show -ing all your gen - tle way. Have mer - cy, Lord
prais - es to your ho - ly name. Have mer - cy, Lord
in our shep - herd’s lov - ing care. Have mer - cy, Lord
with your Spir - it’s liv - ing breath. Have mer - cy, Lord.
make us  one, as you are one. Have mer - cy, Lord.

Text: Christian David, et al.; tr. Frank W. Stoldt, b. 1958
Music: SONNE DER GERECHTIGKEIT, Bohemian Brethren, Kirchengeseng, 1566

Text © 2003 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried,;

he descended to the

On the third day he rose again;

dead.



he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all those in need of good news.

A brief silence.

You sanctify us in your truth; your word is truth. Send your church out into the world to
spread your love and joy. Embolden all bishops, pastors, and deacons to be faithful ministers
of your word and sacraments. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your creation groans under the strain of pollution. Preserve melting glaciers and dwindling
forests. Bolster those who work for climate justice and help us all to be good and faithful
stewards of your creation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your people seek wisdom, understanding, and peace. Guide all those who govern and
inspire them to work on behalf of the most vulnerable in our midst. Keep safe first
responders, those serving in the military, and those whose duty it is to protect others. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

Your children need your loving care. Protect them from all harm. Comfort those in any
affliction (especially). Support those who grieve and bring solace to those near death. God
of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your Spirit lives within us here. Inspire the work of this congregation and unite us as one.
Bless all the mothers in our midst, console those for whom this day is difficult, and gather us
all under the care of your loving wings. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your saints dwell with you in light. Keep us ever thankful for those who have gone before
us in faith. Inspire us by their witness. God of grace,

10



hear our prayer.
Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
P

C And also with you.

The peace of Christ be with you always.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Dona Nobis Pacem “Give Us Peace”
A QR Code is available on page 17 to give your offering online

Church Choir

OFFERTORY RESPONSE: Create In Me All Stand and Sing
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OFFERING PRAYER

P Risen One,

C You call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be signs
of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus
Christ, our true vine.

C Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
P ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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comes in  the name of the Lord.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

Ho-san - na

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat at

God’s table.
C Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION

During communion the congregation is invited forward by rows, beginning in the back,
and will receive the bread and wine at the front of the aisle. You may return to your pew

to eat and drink and place the cups in the bin in your pew.

LAMB OF GOD All Sing
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION:

For the Bread which You have Broken All Sing
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1 For the bread which you have bro - ken, for the winewhich you have poured,
2 By this prom-ise that you love us, by your gift of peace re - stored,
3 Withthe saints who now a - dore you, seat-ed at the heav'n-ly board,
4 In your ser - vice, Lord, de-fend us; in our hearts keep watch and ward;
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for the words which you have spo - ken, now we give you thanks, O Lord.
by your call to heav’n a-bove us, hal-low all our lives, O Lord.
may the church still wait - ing for you keep love’s tie un - bro - ken, Lord.
in the world to which you send us let your king-dom come, O Lord.

P The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A Letus pray.
C Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with

your love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the

abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend.

Amen.

BLESSING
P Alleluia! Christ is risen!

C Christis risen indeed! Alleluia!

P The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter
hope +F bless you now and always.

C Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN: Crown Him with Many Crowns

All Stand & Sing
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I Crown him with man - y crowns, the Lamb up - on his throne;
2 Crown him the vir - gin’s Son, the God in - car - nate born,
3 Crown him the Lord of love— be - hold his hands and side,
4 Crown him the Lord of life, who  tri - umphed o’er the grave
5 Crown him the Lord of years, the po - ten - tate of time,
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hark, how the heav’'n-ly an - them drowns all mu - sic but its own.
whose arm  those crim-son tro - phies won which now his brow a - dorn;
rich wounds,yet vis -1 - ble a - bove, in beau-ty glo - ri- fied.
and rose vic - to-rious in the  strife for those he came to save.
cre - a - tor of the vroll-ing spheres, in - ef - fab-ly sub-lime.
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A - wake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee,
fruit of the mys - tic  rose, yet of that rose the stem,
No an - gels in the sky can ful - ly bear that sight,
His glo - ries now we  sing, who died and rose on high,
All hail, Re - deem - er, hail! For thou hast died for me;
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and hail him as thy match-less king through all e - ter - ni - ty.
the root whence mer - cy ev - er flows,the babe of Beth-le - hem.
but down - ward bend their burn - ing eyes at  mys-ter - ies so bright.
who died, e - ter - nal life to bring,and lives that death may die.
thy praise and glo - ry shall not fail through-out e - ter - ni - ty.
SENDING

P Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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POSTLUDE: Thanksgiving Fanfare Pelz

*Altar Flowers are given by Julia Gunter and by Carole Jolley in honor of Patricia
Downing’s Birthday
* Special thanks to our Lector today, Julia Gunter
*Prelude & Communion Organist: Suzanne Fairbairn
*Anthem Conductor: Anne Reese

I I inel
sunday, May 12th Give your offering online!
10:10 am — Church Choir
10:30 am — Worship Service

Tuesday, May 14th
7:00 pm — Small Group 2

Thursday, May 16th
7:00 pm- Outreach Meeting

Let's celebrate with a

PENTECOST
PICNIC

MAY 19TH - AFTER WORSHIP

We invite you to bring

sides/desserts to share.

It is a great way to fellowship with

new and old friends!
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Meet the Summer Mission Trip Travelers!
Holy Comforter is excited to send all our active youth group members and adults to the
Dwelling and the Youth Gathering this summer! June 12"-16th, our group will spend
time learning about homelessness while serving the community of Winston-Salem and
The Dwelling. July 16™-20" is our second trip to New Orleans where we are excited to
experience the Youth Gathering. We are spotlighting each traveler over the upcoming
months.

Hi my name is Raylan Lewis. | am 12 years old and in 6th grade at
Erwin Middle School in Granite Quarry, NC. In my free time, | like to
play games, draw, make stop motion and 3D animations. | also enjoy

playing outside and playing with my little brother and sister (Cohen

and Amelia). What | enjoy about HCY is the questions, the random
topics, and the fun times that we have. At The Dwelling, I hope to learn
more about homelessness and how to treat the homeless.
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Holy Comforter Lutheran Church
216 N. Main Street  Belmont, NC 28012 704-825-2483
holycomforter@gmail.com

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 1:30 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor - email: mkearney@holyc.org
Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship - email: rforst@holyc.org
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
Courtney Strickland, Office Manager

=\w]
@@ Holy Comforter

Z

""Journeying through faith in a joyful, safe community, welcoming and serving
Belmont and beyond."

Our core values are: Embrace, Grow, Connect, and Give
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