Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter
e 216 N. Main Street e Belmont, NC 28012 e May 26, 2024 e
The Holy Trinity

WELCOME/GATHERING
PRELUDE: O Earth Has Dawned This Day of Days Traditional Cornish Tune
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

L Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the
God of mercy.

C Amen.
L Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
L God, our provider,
C help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways

when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own
understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your
ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of
eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.

L Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished.
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, F the
bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.

C Amen.



GATHERING SONG: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!
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1 Ho-ly, ho -1y, ho - 1y, Lord God Al - might - y!
2 Ho-ly, ho -1y, ho - 1y! All the saints a - dore thee,
3 Ho-ly, ho -1y, ho - 1y! Though the dark-ness hide thee,
4 Ho-ly, ho -1y, ho - 1y! Lord God Al - might - y!
| | [ | o iy ‘J—ﬁ\J
= I I T & bt T 4 b; I bt ]
SusE s s~ === |
T T | T o —— T
04 \ , . | . . .
A I —— e E— 5, |
%' e j—d =— L= |
y—* s < o
Ear - ly in the morn - ing our song shall rise to thee.
cast - ing down their gold - en crowns a - round the glass - y sea;
though the eye of sin - ful -ness thy glo - ry may not see,
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea.
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Text: Reginald Heber, 1783—1826, alt.
Music: NICAEA, John B. Dykes, 1823-1876
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Ho -1y, ho -1y, ho - 1y, mer - ci-ful and might - y!
cher-u - bim and  ser - a-phim fall - ing down be - fore thee,
on - ly thou art ho - ly; there is none be - side thee,
Ho -1y, ho -1y, ho - 1y, mer - ci-ful and might - y!
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God in three per - sons, bless -ed Trin - i - ty!
which wert and art, and ev - er - more shalt be.
per - fect in pow’r, in love and pu - 1 - ty.
God in three per - sons, bless-ed Trin - 1 - ty!
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All Stand and Sing



GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

KYRIE: _ All Refrain/Leader verses
Nt Refrain
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Ky-ri-e e-lei - son, on our world and on  our way.
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1 For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out your im - passioned re - sponse to the
3 For peacein our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, .. for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
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u - ni -ty of all; for
hun - gry and the poor; that
friends and fam - 1 - ly; for
wa - ter and the word; that you
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this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,
we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, ... . for our workand our play,
nour-ish our souls ... with your bod-y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.



“THIS IS THE FEAST”
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This is the feast of vic - t'ry for our God, for the
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Lamb who was slain has be -gun his reign. Al - le - lu - 1a.

SALUTATION
L The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

L Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One,
and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us
in all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless joy and
love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
We invite children to come forward for a children’s message before moving to children’s
church.

FIRST READING Isaiah 6: 1-8
A reading from the sixth chapter of Isaiah.

!In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the
hem of his robe filled the temple. ?Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six
wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two
they flew. 3And one called to another and said:

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;

the whole earth is full of his glory.”
“The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled
with smoke. >And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live
among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!”

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar
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with a pair of tongs. ‘The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has
touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.” ¥Then | heard the
voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?”” And I said, “Here
am I; send me!”

A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 8: 12-17
A reading from Romans, the eighth chapter.

12Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—3for if
you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of
the body, you will live. **For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. **For
you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of
adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” *8it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our
spirit that we are children of God, *’and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs
with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL VERSE All Stand & Sing
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GOSPEL John 3: 1-17
P The holy gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.
C Glorytoyou, O Lord.

!Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by
night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for
no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him,
“Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from
above.” “Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can
one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” °Jesus answered, “Very truly,
I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and
Spirit. ®*What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. ‘Do not be
astonished that I said to you, “You must be born from above.” 8The wind blows where it
chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” *°Nicodemus said to him, “How can
these things be?” %Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not
understand these things?

very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet
you do not receive our testimony. *2If | have told you about earthly things and you do not
believe, how can you believe if | tell you about heavenly things? 3No one has ascended into
heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. *And just as Moses
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, **that whoever
believes in him may have eternal life.

18«For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but may have eternal life.

7“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order
that the world might be saved through him.”
P The gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

Congregation is seated.
SERMON Pastor Micah
Silence is kept for reflection.



HYMN OF THE DAY: Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters All Stand & Sing
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1 Wash, O God, our sons and daugh-ters, where your cleans-ing wa-ters flow.
2 We who bring them long for nur - ture; by your milk may we be fed.
3 Oh, how deep your ho-ly wis - dom! Un - im - ag - ined, all your ways!
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Num - ber them a - mong your peo - ple; bless as Christ blessed long a - go.
Let wus join your feast, par-tak - ing cup of bless - ing, liv-ing bread.
To your name be glo-ry, hon - or! With our lives we  wor-ship, praise!
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Weave them gar-ments bright and spark-ling; com-pass them with love and light.
God, re - new us, guide our foot - steps; free from sin and all its snares,
We  your peo-ple stand be-fore you, wa - ter-washed and Spir-it - born.
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Fill, a - noint them; send your Spir - it, ho-ly dove and heart’s de - light.

one with Christ in liv-ing, dy - ing, by your Spir - it, chil-dren, heirs.
By your grace, our lives we of - fer. Re-cre - ate us; God, trans-form!
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Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844

Text © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. The Copyright Company, Nashville, TN.
All rights reserved. International copyright secured. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, ourselves, and our world.

A brief silence.

Abba God, you have brought us into your family, claiming us as beloved children. Bless
your family of faith with gifts of cooperation and graciousness. Increase our hospitality
toward all expressions of faith and teach us to honor our shared humanity. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Your love and power burst forth in the flashes of lightning, the dance of the wind, and the
deeply rooted trees of the forest. Sustain fragile and interconnected ecosystems, that they
flourish for generations to come. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Give your blessing of peace to the nations. Shelter all who risk life and livelihood to protect
others from violence, conflict, and injustice. On this Memorial Day weekend, we remember
those who have lost their lives in war and conflict. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



You are a God of love and not of condemnation. Quiet the hearts of all who struggle with
shame, regret, or questions of self-worth. Teach us to forgive ourselves and one another.
Restore wholeness to all who seek hope and healing (especially). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Strengthen bonds between parents, children, and families of all varieties. We pray especially
for adoptive and foster families, multi-generational households, and blended families. Grant
gifts of nurture and patience to all caregivers. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

The Spirit bears grateful witness to all children of God who have now come into their
inheritance among the saints. As they lived with hope in your gift of eternal life, so
strengthen us in faith, that we recognize your eternal presence even in this mortal life.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the power of the Spirit
and the love of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Down to the River to Pray Chamber Choir

A QR Code is available on page 16 to give your offering online

OFFERTORY RESPONSE: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful All Stand and Sing
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pres-ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
OFFERING PRAYER
P Jesus, Bread of life,
C you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty.

Gather what has been sown among us and strengthen us in this meal.
Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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PREFACE
P ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!
C Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION

All people are welcome at the Lord’s Table to receive Christ’s real presence and grace.
You are invited forward to take a cup and then kneel around the altar as you're able.
You'll receive the bread and eat, then hold your cup to be filled with wine and drink.
You’ll then return to your seat the way you came forward.

LAMB OF GOD All Sing
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION: O Blessed Spring

All Sing
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1 O bless - ed  spring, where word and sign em - brace us
2 Through sum - mer heat of youth - ful years, un - cer - tain
3 When au - tumn cools and youth 1s cold, when limbs their
4 As win - ter comes, as win - ters must, we breathe our
5 Christ, ho - ly Vine, Christ, liv - ing Tree, be praised for
8]
) A y y y I
== SN BN
P !/ | I‘ I @ P
. & - S~
in - to  Christ the Vine: here Christ en - joins each one to
faith, re - bel - lious tears, sus -tained by Christ’s in - fus - ing
heav-y  har - vest hold, then through us, warm, the Christ will
last, re - turn to dust; still held in  Chrnst, our souls take
this blest mys - ter - y: that word and wa - ter thus re -
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be a branch of this life - giv - ing Tree.
rain, the boughs will shout for joy a - gain.
move with gifts of beau - ty, wi1S - dom, love.
wing and trust the prom - ise of the spring.
vive and join us to your Tree of Life.

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953

Music: BERGLUND, Robert Buckley Farlee, b. 1950
Text © 1993 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music © 1993 Robert Buckley Farlee, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

P
grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Letus pray.

The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his

C Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever
ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with
your own life. In your name we pray. Amen.
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BLESSING

P The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,

++ be upon you now and forever.
C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: Holy God, We Praise Your Name All Stand & Sing
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1 Ho - ly God, we praise your name; Lord of  all, we
2 Hark! The glad ce - les - tial hymn an - gel choirs a -
3 Lo, the ap - os - tol - ic train join  your sa - cred
4 Ho - ly Fa - ther, ho - ly Son, Ho - ly Spir - it
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vast do - main, ev - er - last - ing is your reign.
sweet ac - cord: “Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord!”
set of sun through the church the song  goes  on.
bend the knee while  we own the mys - ter - .

Text: source unknown; tr. Clarence A. Walworth, 1820-19
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Music: GROSSER GOTT, Katholisches Gesangbuch, Vienna, 1774
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SENDING

P Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.

C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Welsh Tune Ashdown

*Special thanks to our Lector, Julia Gunter.

*Special thanks to our Cantor, Greg Byrum.
GIVE YOUR OFFERING ONLINE!

Sunday, May 26th

10:10 am — Church Choir

10:30 am — Worship Service

Wednesday, May 29th
6:30pm — Dinner Church

Meet the Summer Mission Trip Travelers!

Holy Comforter is excited to send all our active youth group members and adults to the
Dwelling and the Youth Gathering this summer! June 12-16th, our group will spend
time learning about homelessness while serving the community of Winston-Salem and
The Dwelling. July 16™-20" is our second trip to New Orleans where we are excited to
experience the Youth Gathering. We are spotlighting each traveler over the upcoming
months.

Hi my name is Raylan Lewis. | am 12 years old and in 6th grade at
Erwin Middle School in Granite Quarry, NC. In my free time, | like
to play games, draw, make stop motion and 3D animations. | also
enjoy playing outside and playing with my little brother and sister
(Cohen and Amelia). What | enjoy about HCY is the questions, the
random topics, and the fun times that we have. At The Dwelling, |
hope to learn more about homelessness and how to treat the
homeless.
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